STEM Scholars Summer Field Site Experience
Florida Caverns State Park

Summer STEM Field Site/Workplace Experienceacross the districts served by
the Panhandle Area Educational Consortiunmave allowed STEM Scholars to learr
about STEMrelated careers in their communitiesthrough personal experiences
with STEM Talent Development PartnersThis has been a valuable experience fo
participants and has contributed to their development which will help them to
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Through the FloridaLearns STEM Scholars”* E £ ... —ie fZte— $ 17
high schooljuniors and seniors from small districts across Florida participated in
eight-day Field Site/Workplace Experiences this summer.These experiences are
made possible through partnerships with leaders in STEM industries such as loc
businesses, agencies, the military, and higher education facultyhe experiences
offered by these STEM dlent Developers arepreparing STEM Scholars to becoen
STEMready by demonstrating the value of real world interactions with STEM.

STEM Scholardrom Marianna High Schoolook part in an 8day experienceat

Florida Caverns State Parkled by Park Service Specialist, Kelly Banta ani
Marianna High School teacher, Kathy McCraryThere they used solutions of
hydrogen peoxide to remove mold and algae from formations throughout the
caves to restore them to their pristine state.Valuable insight into potential career
choices and the postsecondary preparation they require, as well as the intrinsic
benefits of service leaning were important outcomes for each participant.
Additionally, students gained a greater appreciation for an important natural
resource in their local community and the work required to maintain it so that
visitors may continue to benefit educationally ad aesthetically.
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